EARLY INFLUENCES
OF A SOUTHERN

ROCK PIONEER

Groundbreaking musician Charlie
Daniels was born on October 28, 1936,
in Wilmington, North Carolina. As a
teen, he learned the guitar at a friend’s
house. After playing a three-chord
pattern, Daniels chose to be a musician.
Gospel, blues, and bluegrass music
inspired his career. Daniels moved to
Nashville in 1967 to be a session
musician.



IN THE

STUDIO

Daniels’ musicianship soon became famous
in Nashville’s studios. He played on three
Bob Dylan albums: Nashville Skyline (1969),
Self Portrait (1970), and New Morning
(1970). He also played on Ringo Starr’s

Nashville sessions for Beaucoups ot Blues
(1970).

Daniels released his first album that helped
lay the foundations of Southern Rock in
1970; two years later he formed the Charlie
Daniels Band. The band released hit songs
including “Uneasy Rider,” “The South is
Gonna Do It” and “Long Haired Country
Boy” in the first two years.



THE VOLUNTEER
JAM

In 1974, the Charlie Daniels Band
held the first Volunteer Jam with the
Marshall Tucker Band and members
of the Allman Brothers Band in
Nashville. The Volunteer Jam
returned in 1975 to MTSU’s Murphy
Center where 13,000 people attended.
Daniels released a concert album and a
tull-length movie of the concert played
at theaters across the region.



A COUNTRY MUSIC
SENSATION

[n 1979, the triple-platinum album
Million Mile Reflections was released. It
marked a turning point into country

music for Daniels and his career
blossomed in the 1980s.

Daniels joined GEICO’s advertising
campaign called “Rhetorical Questions”
in 2009. His commercial was the most
popular in the series. Daniels was
inducted into the Country Music Hall
of Fame in 2016.



LOUD

AND

PROUD

An outspoken supporter of the United States
Armed Services for decades, Charlie Daniels
played for thousands of troops overseas during the
[raq and Atghanistan Wars.

The Charlie Daniels Journey Home Project
(TCDJHP), a not-for-profit organization that
secures funds for other not-for-profits to assist
veterans, was founded in 2014. This project
donated $50,000 to launch MTSU’s Charlie and
Hazel Daniels Veterans and Military Family
Center in 2015 and continues to support the
center and MTSU veterans today.
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The MTSU Center for Historic

Preservation curated the exhibit,
which includes objects from the
Daniels family and the Center.

Dr. Carroll Van West and Amelia
Blakely were the historians who

prepared and installed the exhibit.

Charlie and Hazel Daniels
Veterans and Military Family Center




